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	Article Name:  The Value of College

	Where did you obtain It?
Who wrote it?

When was the article originally published?

Web address
	The Wall Street Journal Classroom Edition
Sue Shellenbarger
February 2010
Volume 19 Number 6
wsjclassroom.com

	In what course and unit do you intend to use this article?

	Course:  Financial Management Using Software Applications

Unit:  Career Awareness (Analyze income factors of financial careers that influence the career decision-making process.)
**This could also be used in another Unit:  Financial Decision Making (Use rational decision-making processes as they apply to the role employers, employees, and consumers.)



	Why did you choose this article?
	I chose this article because students are able to utilize cost/benefit analysis of various colleges not solely on dollars and cents. Students are forced to look at the benefits of having a college degree vs. not having one, as well as the societal benefits of having more people graduate from college? Using the various activities provided in the Teacher’s Edition of the Wall Street Journal Classroom Edition, students can complete various activities:

1. Select a college and career field and figure out the total cost and benefits between now and when you are 30 years old. Using information from the college’s Web site they figure out college costs, and use the link Payscal.com to determine postgraduate pay. Then they can use both the PACED model and the PS=TB-TC economic way of thinking to compare the information. They can decide if a college degree is worth the price and explain why or why not. This can be shared in small groups and discussed as a class using the two different models.
2. When you graduate college, you gain access to the university’s alumni network. Choose two schools that you are interested in attending and compare their alumni networks and resources (again using PACED model and PS=TB-TC). Which school has the most benefits? Consider their programs, the number of alumni they serve and the social and career benefits. Based on your career interest, which school’s alumni association would provide the most benefits to you? Discuss in small groups and as a class.

3. What do you want out of a college experience? Create a list of five reasons you want to attend college and what you hope to gain by the time you graduate. In groups of three or four, compare your lists and discuss. (This is great for identifying short-, mid-, and long-term goals as well).

	Article Summary
  (one paragraph)


	The main focus of the article is whether a college degree is really worth it and proceeds to explain that it depends on what you expect to gain from it. Survey results show that students are less willing to borrow money for college. The author presents several perspectives on how families are choosing to measure what they are looking for from the college experience. The first method discussed was “A Path to a Better-Paying Job”. An online calculator HumanCapitalScore.com generates a 10-year range of students’ likely post-graduation income based on their test scores, high school and college attended, grades and major. It can also be used to compare the likely outcome of various possible choices of colleges and majors. These projections are based on what “an individual with certain attributes can reasonably expect to earn”. The second method presented was “Preparing for a Rich, Well-Rounded Life” which argues that college grads generally show higher rates of civic participation, engaging in volunteer work and donating blood at more than twice the rate of high-school graduates. The third method, “Finding Work You Love” presents the idea that larger institutions provide more opportunities for students to find what they may want to do since they offer more programs. The fourth and final method, “Gaining An Influential Network”, promotes the value of the networks college students develop and doors that open for them after graduation that otherwise would not have opened.

	Vocabulary to be taught prior to students reading the article

	Values
Short-, Mid-, Long-Term Goals

PACED model and PS=TB-TC

Opportunity Cost

Networks and Networking

Alumni

Civic Participation
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