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MARYLAND Correctional Education Program Teachers TO Receive Personal Finance Training FROM THE

MARYLAND COALITION FOR FINANCIAL LITERACY

Teachers from across the state to benefit from workshops on

curriculum development

(TOWSON, Md.) February 18, 2005  -- The Maryland Coalition for Financial Literacy announces that Personal Finance is being added to the Maryland Correctional Education Program’s General Equivalency Diploma (GED) curriculum.  Inmates studying toward their GEDs will now learn more skills to better manage money, budgets, credit and more.  This curriculum enhancement aims to better prepare inmates for life after jail.

The Maryland Council on Economic Education and the Maryland State Department of Education will deliver two workshops in order to teach Correctional Education Program teachers how to incorporate topics such as budgeting, credit use, saving and investing into the GED curriculum.  Each year, about 1,500 inmates earn their GED through the Maryland prison system’s educational programs.  Students in the programs attend classes each day in order to prepare to pass the GED test.

A test group of students and teachers from the Correctional Education Program tested the new curriculum in 2004.  Their successful trial offered feedback to improve the curriculum so that it can best serve inmates’ educational objectives.  It will now be available to Correctional Education Programs across Maryland, including correctional facilities in Jessup, Baltimore, Hagerstown, Cumberland and Westover.
“Personal finance understanding is a life skill everyone needs,” stated Carol Jarvis, Executive Director of the Maryland Council on Economic Education.  “In order for inmates to be productive members of society after they are released from jail, it is vital for them to have the knowledge necessary to make informed decisions about money, budgeting and establishing credit.”
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Thirty-seven teachers from around Maryland will receive one day of training at either Citigroup in Hagerstown on February 23, 2005, or the University of Phoenix in Columbia on February 24, 2005.  Staff members from the Maryland Coalition for Financial Literacy and Maryland Council on Economic Education will conduct the training workshops based on materials they created. 
About the Maryland Coalition for Financial Literacy

Recognizing that personal finance knowledge is a life skill, the Maryland Council on Economic Education (MCEE), and it’s new division, the Maryland Coalition for Financial Literacy (MCFL), seek to give Marylanders financial freedom through education.  The MCEE has provided teachers with lesson plans and classroom materials for over 50 years.  The MCFL formed in 2003 from a public-private partnership of trade groups, financial institutions, regulators, consumer groups and boards of education.  The Coalition’s mission is to ensure that every Maryland high school graduate and every adult Marylander has the knowledge needed to make informed financial decisions.  For more information about the Maryland Coalition for Financial Literacy, please visit http://www.mdfinancialskills.org.
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