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April 2010 (Activities since January 2010)

1) The BRAC grant online resource is essentially completed and will continue to have updated information added, such as the new credit card laws, as needed. The BRAC online resource can be accessed at www.towson.edu/financialskills .
 

2) Governor's Task Force on Financial Literacy– The final recommendations from the Task Force were presented to the Governor and the General Assembly in March 2010.

3) The Maryland State Board of Education accepted the new State Standards in Personal Finance at its January meeting. A new regulation will be written into COMAR instructing public schools in Maryland to include the standards in their system-wide curricula no later than the fall of 2011. 
4) The first graduate level Personal Finance class for Maryland teachers is being offered this spring. Twenty-two teachers are registered for the class, which is the first of five graduate level classes that will prepare them to teach the new state standards in Personal Finance.
5) In February, MCFL made a presentation to the graduating class at Beth Tfiloh high school. The topics included saving, investing, credit card use, and paying for college.
6) MCFL offered supporting testimony in Annapolis for bills to:


*mandate personal finance as a graduation requirement, 


*increase accountability for MSDE to monitor the enactment of the new state standards, 
*and create a clearinghouse of personal finance materials to be housed with the 

  Commissioner for Financial Regulation office.
 

7) MCFL and MCEE are working with the MDDC Credit Union Association Foundation to establish a credit union sponsored after school “Millionaires Club” for high school students. The club’s sponsors will engage students in personal finance topics in a fun and engaging manner suitable for an after school setting.

8) MCFL and MCEE will be conducting our second annual Teacher Summit on June 23rd. More than 100 teachers have already signed up to attend. The summit will feature speakers who will present financial topics including investor protection to credit card use. 

9) MCFL and MCEE met with several influential members of the University of Maryland System of colleges and universities. We discussed ways to increase the financial literacy of the students in the university system of Maryland. Chancellor Brit Kirwan has been briefed on the issue and supports pursuing our suggestions with the full board.
10) MCFL and MCEE made two presentations to students at the Community College of Baltimore County (one at Catonsville and one at Essex). The students were very interested in the new credit card laws, how to avoid identity theft, and how to discuss money with a potential partner.
11) MCFL and MCEE are members of a new task force studying personal finance initiatives in Baltimore City. So far, they are against an mandated course, but would like to create an elective  personal finance course that would appeal to a significant number of students.

12) On April 22nd MCFL, MCEE, and MONEYSKILL along with Sue Rogan made a presentation to 600 Glen Elg High School juniors and seniors on credit and identity theft.

13) On April 18th MCFL made a presentation on using credit cards, identity theft and choosing a financial partner to 20 graduating seniors at Johns Hopkins University.

14) On May 1st, MCFL will be participating in the 3rd Annual Howard County “Money Matters” event in Columbia.

