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January 2010 (Activities since October 2009)

1) The BRAC grant online resource is essentially completed and will continue to have updated information added, such as the new credit card laws, as needed. The BRAC online resource can be accessed at www.towson.edu/financialskills .
 

2) Governor's Task Force on Financial Literacy– The final recommendations from the Task Force will be presented to the Governor and the General Assembly during the 2010 session. 

 

3) We have been meeting with several private Jewish schools in the Baltimore area and will be conducting financial literacy programs for the schools in the spring 2010.

4) We conducted a teacher training for 50 Prince Georges county Government teachers. The training included sessions on Investing, the causes of the recent financial meltdown, and the use of our set of 20 lessons in personal finance that teachers can use after the Government HSA is given in May.
5) On January 28th, we will be conducting several teacher in-service training sessions for Baltimore City teachers using a new set of materials produced by Wells Fargo/Wachovia called, “Hands on Banking”. We hope to use the materials to show teachers how they can reinforce math skills and teach personal finance concepts at the same time.
6) The Maryland State Board of Education is slated to consider the new State Standards in Personal Finance at its January meeting. If accepted, public schools in Maryland will be required to include the standards in their system-wide curricula no later than the fall of 2011. 
 

7) Comptroller Franchot continues to tour the state talking to teachers, school administrators and students about the need for financial literacy education and the challenges of making financial literacy a required course for high school graduation. On January 8th we visited Overlea High School in Baltimore county along with the Comptroller, State Senator Kathleen Klausmeier, and Baltimore County PTA president Nancy Ostrow.
8) MCFL, MCEE and the Economics department of Towson University have teamed up to offer two graduate level three-credit Personal Finance and Economics courses starting in March 2010. The courses will be targeted not only for teachers, but also for anyone engaged in personal finance education delivery such as faith based and other organizations who work with students and adults.

9) We met with the staff at the SEED school in Baltimore City which is a residential charter school for at-risk kids from all over Maryland. They hope to begin a financial literacy program by using the Stock Market Game starting in February 2010.

10) We met with a program coordinator for the Girl Scouts of America to discuss ways to increase financial literacy for the Girl Scout groups here in Maryland. 
11) Allen and Mary Ann Hewitt were judges at the annual College Fed Challenge at the Baltimore Branch of the Richmond Fed on November 2-4.

12) Allen and Mary Ann Hewitt attended a Women’s Conference in Frederick which included sessions on saving, investing, credit and other financial topics. We are looking at the possibility to replicate this type of conference around the state.
13) Allen represented MCFL at the annual Committee for Montgomery Legislative breakfast in Rockville. Comptroller Franchot came as a guest of the Montgomery Coalition for Financial Literacy.

14) Allen and Mary Ann Hewitt made a presentation to the Baltimore County PTA’s urging them to help us win support for a graduation requirement in Baltimore County schools and throughout the state.

