



MCFL Managing Director’s Summary Report





October 2009 (Activities since July 2009)

1) The BRAC grant online resource is in the final editing stage and we are on schedule to have it completed by the deadline of Dec 1st. You can view the draft version of the project at www.towson.edu/financialskills but understand that this is not the final version as we are still tweaking it. 
 

2) Governor's Task Force - We are currently looking at colleges and universities as logical places to include some kind of financial literacy education. Mary Ann and I have met with officials at the Community colleges of Balto County about doing a program for them on Oct 21st in the afternoon. We have also met with Ruth Miller who works with the Jewish college organizations on five Md campuses to do a program for them.
 

3) Caroline county and Prince Georges county schools are both conducting pilot financial literacy semester long courses this fall. We are very confident that Caroline will make the course a requirement. PG still has some work to do to get this issue before the school board as they have bigger fires to put out right now.
 

4) Balto City still plans to hold some kind of open forum to discuss financial literacy as a graduation requirement now that the city council has passed a resolution to do so. We have a former MCEE employee on the inside feeding us information about the progress.
(See information sheet about the Your Money Bus Tour in Baltimore November 4-6)
 

5) Mary Ann and I will be meeting on October 27th with a group of private Jewish school folks who are interested in starting a high school financial literacy program in the Jewish schools of Balto City and Balto county.
 

6) We met with Goodwill Industries Phil Holmes on Monday Oct 5th to discuss a program for their workers.
 

7) Comptroller Franchot invited us to go with him to visit Carroll County, Talbot County, and Montgomery County high schools so he could see a classroom in action and to discuss how those school systems were able to get a financial literacy requirement in place. Mary Ann and I met with two members of his staff on Monday Oct 5th in Annapolis to go over the successes and challenges that we have had over the last four years. Franchot has publically stated his support for a graduation requirement and he would also like to see in Md some kind of "Finance Park" similar to the one that Junior Achievement is building in Fairfax Va. 
8) The MSDE Personal Finance Curriculum Design Team is putting the finishing touches on the curriculum to be presented to the state board of education sometime in the spring 2010. The curriculum will include Standard, Indicators and Objectives and looks to be very complete in its coverage of the most important areas of personal finance.

9) MCFL, MCEE and the Economics department of Towson University have teamed up to offer two graduate level three credit Personal Finance and Economics courses. The courses will be targeted not only for teachers, but also for anyone engaged in personal finance education delivery such as faith based and other organizations who work with students and adults.

10) Allen made a presentation at the Maryland  Math Teachers Assn conference on October 16th.
11) Allen will be judging the annual College Fed Challenge at the Baltimore Branch of the Richmond Fed on November 2-4.

